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A general overview of the food 
processing sector in Kosovo 

• Food industry is one of the most significant 
sectors in the economy of Kosovo.

• Food in Kosovo is dominated by meat, milk, 
cheese, eggs, bread and cereals, which 
account for more than half of food 
consumption (in value). Next are ranked 
vegetables and nonalcoholic beverages.(1) Green 
Raport 2016
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General information

Livestock funds, 2016-2017

• Sheep         182,278

• Goat            28,410

• Pigs             41,086

• Equidade 2,326

• Polutry 2,811,385

• Bee hives   163,717

Sources of information: Kosovo agnecy of statistics (KAS)

Cattle

2017 259.729

http://ask.rks-gov.net/en/

http://ask.rks-gov.net/en/
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Local production

• Most of the food consumed in Kosovo is dominated by meat (20%), bread and cereals (17%), 
milk, cheese and eggs (18%), which together account for more than half of food 
consumption, followed by vegetables (12%), alcoholic beverages (10%), sugar and sweets 
(6%) and other categories. 

• (food, housing, alcohol, tobacco, transportation and clothing) represent 85% of total 
consumption. Seven other categories participate with only 15% of consumption. 

• Recent years in our country have had significant structural changes in livestock farms. 
Farmers with mixed livestock farms, seeing the growth trend beef prices have shown their 
interest in farm orientation profiled for breeding. 

• Thanks to subsidies and grants, the number of farms, specialized cattle breeding and dairy 
cows are on the rise.

• It is estimated that with this scale of production and with average per capita consumption of 
21.2 kg / year, Kosovo reaches 30% domestic market requirements for cattle meat while 
meeting the needs local government continues to import about 69.8% of the amount of 
meat and its products.

Source: KAS, Refined by Departament of Economic Analyses and Agriculture Statistics,-
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development 2013
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Import /Export of meat and meat 
productions

• In 2017 Kosovo import around 40 
milion kg  or 61.986 00 euro of meat 
and meat production

• Exported only 183 thousand euro
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Import through months in 2017

Kosovo Agency for Statistics
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Meat procesing in Kosovo
• Meat processing hygiene is part of Quality Management (QM) of meat plants

and refers to the hygienic measures to be taken during the various processing
steps in the manufacture of meat products. Regulatory KVFA usually provide
the compulsory national framework for food/meat hygiene programmes
through laws and regulations and monitor the implementation of such laws. At
the meat industry level, it is the primary responsibility of individual enterprises
to develop and apply efficient meat hygiene programmes specifically adapted
to their relevant range of production.

• In Kosovo, meat processing plants comprise the manufacture of value-added
meat products from primary products of meat origin and non-meat origin.
There are three principles of meat hygiene, which are crucial for meat
processing operations.

• Prevent microbial contamination of raw materials, intermediate (semi-
manufactured) goods and final products during meat product manufacture
through absolute cleanliness of tools, working tables, machines as well as
hands and outfits of personnel.

• Minimize microbial growth in raw materials, semi-
manufactured1goods and final products2 by storing them at a low
temperature.

• Reduce or eliminate3 microbial contamination by applying heat treatment at
the final processing stage for extension of shelf life of products (except dried
and fermented final products, which are shelf-stable through low awand pH)4
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• Producers and processors of meat and its products Kosovo and its 
citizens are known that they consume a lot of meat, they run their 
activity through slaughterhouses, butchers’ shops as well as 
factories for processing meat products.

• Key products for processing meat are sausage, different salami, 
baloney, smoked beef as well other products from cattle meat and 
chicken. 

• Kosovo is a place of a good example of conducting safe slaughters 
of animals as well as offering the fresh meat and controlled for the 
customers. The fresh meat is placed to the cooling areas under the 
requested temperatures at the certain time. This action and this 
manner of conducting slaughtering is 100% safe, therefore 
products, which come out from these slaughterhouses are safe for 
the local.



•The Food and Veterinary Agency (FVA) of Kosovo develops and 
implements the Government’s policy in food safety and quality as well 
as in animal health and welfare sectors. The FVA is accountable to the 
Government of Kosovo.

•The FVA as an inspection body is delegated by the Government of 
Kosovo to carry out inspections in the field of safety, hygiene, 
traceability and labeling of food and feeding stuffs in the areas of 
processing, packaging, distribution, wholesale and retail according to 
the harmonized EU and national legislation.
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Food safety in Kosovo
• Responsible institutions and legal framework

• Food and Veterinary Agency is the competent authority for food 
safety, animal health and welfare and implementation of 
phytosanitary policy in the Republic of Kosovo. The Agency 
implements legislation with regard to food safety and veterinary 
issues and the implementation of phytosanitary policy

• The laws that determine the exact mandate, duties and 
responsibilities of the Agency are: Law no. 03/L-016 on Food, Law no. 
2004/21 on Veterinary, Law no. 02/L-10 on Animal Care, and a large 
number of by-laws for the implementation of laws and other 
legislation in force. The scope of the Agency's activities is closely 
related to the main policies of the EU regarding the protection of 
public health and consumer interests. Activities undertaken to achieve 
this goal are fully consistent with the EU concepts, as defined in 
normative acts and certainly their implementation.
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Food business operators
• Since 2010, the Agency has continued the evaluation of agro-food companies 

in Kosovo (in the milk, meat, slaughterhouses and refrigerating industries). In 
2015, are approved 188 food business operators who are dealing with 
production and processing of food of animal origin. These operators are 
categorized according to risk, based on which is planned the planning 
frequency of official controls and the drafting of strategy for their 
enhancement as a challenge of the progress report and the Stabilization and 
Association.Agreement between Kosovo and EU.

• Since 2014, with the functioning of the sector of food hygiene of non-animal 
origin, FVA has started the registration of operators who deal with production 
and processing of food of nonanimalorigin such as manufacturers and 
processors of oil, spices, confectionary and sweets production, potatoes and 
potato products as well as drinking water packagers. Businesses are required to 
fulfill the conditions set by the Regulation no. 11/2011 on the hygiene of food 
stuffs and Regulation no.12/2011 laying down specific rules on hygiene of food 
of animal origin.

• Source: FVA
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Legislation

• Law No. 03/L-016 On food
• LAW no. 04/l-078 on general product safety
• OFFICIAL GAZETTE OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOSOVA / no. 01 / 12 

january 2012, pristina

• -RREGULLATIONS (Hygene package)
• 851 Harmoised with Rregullation 10/2011
• 852                                                     11 /2011
• 853                                                     12 /2011
• 853                                                     13  /2011
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Technical Requirments for FBO
• Requriments for slaugherhouses, cutting 

plants, slaughter hygiene, hygiene during 
cutting and boning, emergency slaghter
outside storage and trasnport, minced 
meat preparations and mechanically 
separated meat and meat products, are 
mentioned in national regullation
No.12/2011,and Law No.04/L-039 On 
Techinical Requriments for products and 
comformity assesment- Harmoised with 
Regullation of laying down on specific 
rules hygiene of food of animal origin
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Number of approved operators 

67 REGISTERD PROCESSING PLANTS (Meat proccessin
establishments) 
Source: KFVA 
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• Requriments for slaugherhouses, cutting 
plants, slaughter hygiene, hygiene during 
cutting and boning, emergency slaghter
outside storage and trasnport, minced 
meat preparations and mechanically 
separated meat and meat products, are 
mentioned in national regullation
No.12/2011, Harmoised with Regullation
of laying down on specific rules hygiene of 
food of animal origin.
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Key Barriers

1. Export the products of animal origin in   EU 
countries;

2. Strengthen existing legislation;
3. Speed up the process of EU accession;
4. Fullfill the points in Progressive Raport of 

Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) 
between the European Union and Kosovo .


